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BTOPAS BUTBA ITPU CYOMYCCAJIMUA
YHUUTOXKEHUE PYCCKOM TUBU3UHU B 3acHEkKeHHOU DuHnssHauu B potorpadusx Ipuka Kankpadra

SEGOND BATTLE
DF SUOMUSSALMI

Eric Calcraft photographs destruction
of Russian division in whitest Finland

ast week there arrived in the U.S. the extraordinary pictures
of the Finnish war you see on these pages. They were taken
by Eric Calcraft, crack English press photographer who got his
baptism of fire in Poland and went on to cover the war in Fin-
land. Here his camera records the destroetion of the 44th Rus-
sian Division at the Second Battle of Suomussalmi (Jan. 1-7).
So superb was Caleraft’s work on the battlefield of Suomus-
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salmi that the New York Herald Tribune was inspired to Like Braddock's defeat by the French and Indians in 8-ton Russian tanks was due to the fact that they

editorialize as follows: the American wilderness, the fate of these excellent were mot suited to forest fighting far from home.
“These photographs are great pictures and terrible ones.

Goya, perhaps, could have drawn them; but Goya would have | " ‘;;l]

been too angry. Here there is nothing—nothing but death, | R |

calm, cold as the snow powdering down on the Finnish forests, b : ' X

final and futile. Those frozen, uplifted hands, those stiff-

crooked knees, those lifeless faces, with snow sifting gently
over them, and behind them the dead machines, the tanks
and big guns, monstrous, horrible and stranded—these are
the portraits of the dead. . . .

“These were living men not long ago. A dictator chose to
play imperialist politics, a staff miscalculated, a general blun-
dered, and they are forever dead and forever lost. . . . But the
tragedy in these photographs is the utter senselessness of the
scene, the fantastic irony of these lifeless weapons standing si-
lent above their lifeless men. That is death; and that is war.”

oy

To the rescue come volunteer Swedish reservists in invincible winter armies of 17th Century Genera
the Swedish Army winter uniform, descendants of the Gustavus Adolphus. They use their own superh rifle

* This Russian field gun was nearly useless in the forest fighting. Finns have Stone-stiff corpse of a Russian artillery lieutenant is never got into position to fight before it was captured
.| elevated the long barrel to clear the road. This is two days after the battle, lifted from snow by Finns beside his howitzer, which “We couldn’t see the Finns,” complained prisoners
28
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hlﬂ[! dump, from which Finns picked choice bits. Captured at Second Battle of Suomussalmi were: Like catafalques stalled on the road, these artillery tractors look monstrous because of the
“102 guns, 43 tanks, 10 armored cars, 20 tractors, 278 cars, 16 anti-tank guns and 47 field kitchens.” black tarpaulin covers under which ride the gun crews. Russians died running for cover.

s . 4 -

The debris of war. Finnish trucks (background ) are preparing to haul off Russian guns, limbers and White Finns vanish into snow they fight over. They slipped silently and invisibly around
ammunition, Notice that pursuing Finns threw everything off the road to get columns through fast. the Russian division at Suomussalmi, taking Indian-like advantage of the evergreen cover.

Russian prisoners, bewildered by catastrophe. Most were Ukrainians, Tatars, Kurds and Bashkirs. Russian linesman of the signal corps got tangled in his own telephone wire as a Finn began
They fought stubbornly and bravely. Their colonel, one Vinogradoff, disappeared the second day. potting at him. He tried to run, fell wounded and froze in this attitude of desperation.
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FINLAND  (continuedy

MYDANS OF LIFE TAKES THE PORTRAIT OF NORTHERN FINLAND AT WAR

In the dusk of winter a column of Finns leading
Russian horses is here photographed by Car]l Myd
photo- rter. Following his tour of the battlefield of Salla
(LIF an. 29), Mydans headed due north toward the
farthest outposts held by the Finns. There he pholographed

1ptured
s, LIFE's
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The knife called “pukka” is the natural fighting weapon of every man, woman and child in
Finland. Here an assistant to the famous knife-maker, J. Martiin, tests the edge of one of his
pukkas. The blades are hardencd in hot sand, the handles are of bone and reindeer <kin.

the civilians below, celebrating Christmas not far behind the
lines. Then he turned back to the Second Battle of Suomus-
salmi. He reached that scene of earnage just after Eric Cal-

cralt (see preceding pages), found it ten times worse than the field
of destruction at Salla. Gloated a Finnish officer, “We got more

o

This L;pp mother and
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Russian troops. Despite her ordeal, the hardy mother he

MOPTPET CEBEPHOM OHUHJIAHINN BO BPEMA BOWHBI B dororpadpusax Kapaa
Mmupanca

material out of this battle than we have had here ourselves
and it is all excellent. I wish the Russians had brought more
machine guns, as we eould do with a few more.” At the end of
tle, the Finns ran from Russian tent to tent
in the darkness, tossing in grenades on their exhausted enemy.

the seven-day

Tk for the infant. The Lapps, called

skolts, who drove their reindeer herds before them, are one of the few nearly pure races in the world,
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This bear put himsclf away in November for a good winter’s sleep. Suddenly he found a
against their “Fascist butchers” war raging around him. Still stupefied and sleepy, he rises and looks for peace and quiet.

Army in the sincere belief that Com-
munist pamphlets like this would rouse the “Finnish proletariat™

bayonet in seabbard, a pistol in fine leather holster and German-ty tridge pouche: f ! s in this area worked so
et. He fought in the Second Battle of Suomussalmi. close behind the fighting units that three were killed in action, posthumously decorated.

31

years old, he is smoking a Russian-type ¢
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FINLAND (continuea)
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A wounded Finn has his bands e-wound by eandlelight This is a desperate race

on the trip from Lhe first-aid station lo the base hospital of northern Finland, for

war in Finland i

| man here lies full-length ina lo

Across Finland the «
wounded. Against this landscs

32

ngainst fime w

ipe, like something Tel skis and thus
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LIFE'S PICTURES

The thin-mustached man above is a
great English news photographer, Eric
Caleraft, who took the pictures of the
Second Battle of SBuomussalmi shown
on pages 25-29, In his work in Fin-
land, his path has repeatedly crossed
that of LIFE’s photo-reporter, Carl

Mydans. Caleraft, now 32, photo-
graphed the last days of Warsaw shat-
tered by German bombs and was
decorated by the disappearing Polish
Government. He has been shot at in
Finland by Russian planes. He works
for Britain’s Planet news agency,
which markets his pictures in America
through Aeme. On the Finnish front
he wears fleece coat, woolen pullo-
vers, heavy underwear, papers stuffed
down trousers, four pairs of wool-
en socks, ealf boots and more socks
over them. He rubs snow on his nose
at intervals, With all these precau-
tions, he forgot his cyelids and last week
they froze, putting him out of action.
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OTOT XynoH ycarblii My>KUMHA HA CHUMKE — U3BECTHBIN
anTuiickuii poropenoprep Ipuk Kankpadt, caenapmmii
cauMku Bropoit butssl mpu Cyomyccanmu, moka3aHHBIE
Ha ctpanunax 28-29. B cBoeit pabore B OUHISHANHN €TO
MapuIpyT HOCTOSHHO Nepecekancs ¢ GoTopernopTepoM
xypHana “Jlaitd” Kapmom Munancom. Kankpadr, 32 ner,
¢dororpadpuposan nociennue Bapiasel, pa3pynieHHOM
HEMEIIKUMHU O0MOaMU U “yKpaIeHHOU HC3e3ar0luM
MOJIECKUM TIPaBUTENHCTBOM.OH ObLT paHeH B OUHISHAUN
¢ pycckoro camoseta. OH paboTaeT Ha aHTIIUICKOE
areHcTBO “HoBoCTH MmaHETHI”, KOTOPOE PACIIPOCTPAHSET
csou potorpadum uepes ACME. Ha punckom pponTe oH
HOCHT (PITUCOBOE MAJIBTO, IIEPCTSIHBIE MYIOBEPHI, TETIJIOE
HIDKHEE Oelnbe, Oymary, yIoKeHHYIO B IIITaHbI, YETHIPE
Mapbl MEePCTIHBIX HOCKOB, XPOMOBBIE CAIllOTH U €IIIe
HOCKH NoBepx HUX. [lepuoauuecku oH cMaxyUBaeT CHET ¢
Hoca. Co BceMU 3TUMH NPETOCTOPOKHOCTIMH OH 3a0bLIT
PO CBOM BEKH M Ha MPOILION HEJEeIN OHU 3aMep3iiy,
BBIBE/ISl €T0 U3 CTPOSI.
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